Reſiding in and about the Cities of 
_ London and WeilminSer, 


At St. Mary Le Bowe, on Dec.$. 1692. | 
Being the Day of their | 


_ Anniverſary FEAST. 
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| By the Lord Biſho p of Rocheſter. 
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As, there 45.1 Pegs bo CO Us, .4S AU 
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fs wal fs Series of Tr Hol) ws an 
the Apoſtles, and Prinucive Diſtiples. 


A Miracl'that gave a perfect Confirmation 
to all tharhadbeen donie before, 'from-the 
CH to that Day, towards the Eftabliſh- 

of che. True, Religion ; 'and alſo gave Au- 
+ tiry, to aflthar has beer added finde that 
Day, for the tate End, on-the ſarns Folnda- 
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A Sermon Preachd to the 


| Ir clearly manifeſted ro-the World the Truth 
of the Chriſtian Faith;. and moſt wiſibly decla- 


rcd its- Power : KilPd: the -farſt Chriſtians: Mouths. 


with new; unknown , unſttrdyed Tongues ; 
and. to all thoſe Tongues gave Utterance ar 


Once, to ſound-forth the Works and Praiſes. 


of GOD :.. Whilſt the Standers-by of all Na- 


tions all ziarvelled} and'when every.one heard 


his aWA Latiguage,' they were all confounded ; 


as'well they might ;- ro-find all: Mankind. now 


going to be unutcd into 'one Church by the. 
ſame extraordinary Way, by whuch they were 
at. firſt ſcatter'd into many Nations, by a 


Mulnphcity of Languages,. and' Variety of. 


Speech. Ll Pt 
After that fitſt'moſt aſtoniſhing Gite of Fiery. 


and Cloven Tongues. we have: next in the 


larcer parc. of the ſecond; and in the third; . 
and this fourth Chaprer, an Account of-St. Pe- . 


zer's firſt Sermons to the Peopk, who being 


come togcther out of .all Couptrics to keep - 


thuir Pentecoſt: at; Feruſalem, t and.there mecting 
with ſo unexpected, an Event, , were amazed to. 
think what -it ſhould mean... 


FT 


St. Peter tells them, This 1s that which GOD 


bad- foretold. ſhould come to. paſs in the laſt: 


Days, thar is, according to their underſtanding, 
of 


RAGE eb oo t2 ts ul HB f 
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v1 Nattvss of the County of Lock ict. 5 
{it of thoſe Words, in' the Age of the Meſſi a5. 
| And from thence he gocs on to prove'to them 
bf out of. thcir Scriptures; that.this ZESUS,. 
ts whom they/had now Crucified, was the Meffias, 
both Lord' and Chrift. * 
An Argument, wh. <h fecnrd © to require A? 
Ing ſearchinto the whole Deſign of their Ce- 
remonial Law, . and a deep kill Tal the'Wri-- 
tings - of, their Prophers;- chat conſiſting all of 
Tk Types, . theſe being tall 'of Myſteries: An 
Argument therefore, that might : 'be thoughr 
fitter tor cheir Seribes, and Phariſees, and moſt . 
Learned Noctors,..and.the High Prieft humſelt, 
chan for an Unlearned * Galilean. and Ignorant 
Fifherman to undertake. . 
_ Yer. this- very Fifherman ſo manag'd his 
Wecaghty.and Myſtcrious Subject ; with ſuch 
Convincing Plazneſs;, ſuch Strenath of Rea-x 
ſon, as: neither was nor could be cauzht, by 
Art ; with-ſuch undsubred Evidence of Scrip- 
ture znd Antquity ; ſuch viſible Demonſtration; . 
and Power ; that the Mecaneſs of his Perſon; and 
Trade of Life, ſoon ceas'd ro-be an Objection 
F: and againſt hum,was ſo fas from leſ&ning his Au- 
chority, thatir became an unanſwerable Proof 
of the Divinity of his Doctrine, and the Rex? 
Icy of lus Inſpiration... meg 


Wherc- - 
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"Wherefore theſe firſt Sermons of St. Peter had 


a preſet and ſurprizing Effect ; Fear came wor 
the Soul of every Hearer:; Three Thouſand Per- 
ſons were at once added to the Church ; the Mul- 
titude (trove, who ſhould\ firſt declare ther 
Converſion, and Belicf, and Deſire to be Bap- 
tizd, And as faſt as they came mn, the New 
Converts were inſpired with the ſame Gift of 
Tongues, by which they had been Converted. 
Juſt betore;they had bcen obſtinate Unbelie- 
vers,perthaps Mockers of that Doctrme,where- 
of, juſt then in a Moment, they were com- 
plcatly turniſh'd with .Abilities ro become In- 
'terpreters and Teachers to all Mankind. 


In my Text we have one remarkable In- 


ſtance ct the Bleſled Spirit's coming down up- 
on one of thcſe firſt Afſemolics ot Chriſtians, 
in ſuch a marvcllous Manner and Meaſure. 

In the Verſe before *tis ſaid, That when they 
had prayed, the Place, where they were met, was 
ſhaken, and they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghoſt. And then ſtrait follow three moſt fig- 
nal Eficcts of this Wondrous Diſpenſation. 

Firſt, That they ſpake the Word of GOD with 
boldneſs ; without any farther doubt in ther 
own Minds, without any dread of Oppoſition 
fron othcrs, though the whole World was 


againſt 


kd 
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againſt them ; with ſuch an 1oſpir'd Þ oldneſs, ; 


as became thc Sup crnatural Con uma on, th. 
had then recciv'd, to fecak the Word of GOD; 
and a Boldnels, thar was juttified by: the fg 


pernatural Works, which thencetordy accom-- 


panicd their Speaking. 


Secondly, That all che New Converts were: 


of United Judgments and: Attections. » Noe 
only. the Apoſtles, but ' rhe: Mulritnde of then 


that belies'd, were of one Heart, and one Scul.. 
Thirdly, That this inward Uruty of earr, 


and Sout, was ourwardly demonttratced: bya 


tree, and mutual Communicatiort -of- their 


Temporal Goods; and Poſleſlons.. None! of 


them faid, That ought of the things he pofſeft: 

was: his 'own, but they. had all things common. 
Now of theſ&three immediate C Conſequen- 

ces 'oft this admirable 'Revelation, the- firſt; 


which was their Speaking the Word of GOD with: 
Boldneſs, 1 ſhall paſs by ar this tine ; and: by: 


GODYs Aſliftance, and: your Paticnce, : rather 
apply. my. felt ro-the two laſt, as being more. 


proper for the Octaſion, and alle; to -the* 
End. of' this your Friendly , and. Rcligious: 


Mectin 


For' - i great Intention, My Beloved Couni.: 


rene of your Aſſembling thus rogecher in 
Publick. 


{> 
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A Sermon *Preach'd to the 


on, :this.great, .and moſt C 
the: farſt Chriftians. 


Publick Devotions, and Amicable Socicty, bc- 
ing, as you all profcſs, and, as I am verily pcr- 
ſwaded, for the increaſe of Brotherly Love, 
and Good-Will among your ſclves here. pre- 
ſent, and ro promote Charty towards :thoſe 
of our Country, who may be.abſent through 
Poverty; I, for my part, know not how 1 
can better perform the Task, your Kindneſs 
has laid upon.me m-this. Solemnity, than by 
Recommending to your Devour Meditations, 
and, in. ſome ſort alſo, to your, Picus Imitati- 

in Example of 


Firſt, Their Unanimity, and Concord; They 
were all of one Heart, and one Soul. 

Secondly, Their Liberal, and Generous Dr- 
{tribution of their -Goods, to their Brethren 
that wanted ; None of them eſteem'd any thing 
he had to be his own, but they had all things 
CON70N. 

I begin with the firſt, They were all of one 
Heart, and one Soul. Thus 1s the farſt here in 
Order ; and was indecd the Cauſe of the 
other. For how can there be a greater, or 
more powerful Motive to the outward Cha- 
rity of Works, than internal Unity of Mind ? 
Where the Goods of the Soul are entire] 

Cad, 
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Communucatcd , 1t 15 almoſt impoſlible that 
there ſhould be an abſolute engroſling of the 
Goods of Fortune ; ſo Men arc wont to call 
them, though they are, im truth, the Gifts of 
Heaven, as well as the other ; and as ſuch, arc 


to be diſtributed by the ſame Laws. 


They were therefore all of one Heart, and 
one Soul ; than which ancarer Agrecment can- 
not be deſcribed, or imagin'd : The Heart (if 
there be any diftcrence of the Expreſſion” in 
Scripture-Language) bcing to be taken for the 
chief Seat of the Will and Aﬀcttions, and the 
Soul of the Judgment and Underſtanding. Nor 
was this only ſpoken of St. Peter, and the reſt of 
the Twelve; nor only of the Apoſtles, and 
Seventy Diſciples ; nor only of the firſt Hun- 
dred and Twenty in the Upper Room ; nor 
only of the Three Thouſand Convertcd by 
one Sermon ; but of All; of the Multitude of 
them that Believed. = 

Certainly ſome ſtrange , and unuſual thing 
muſt needs happen, as here it d:d, that could 
bring rogether, and cement ſuch a Mulrizude, 
ſo as to make them be of one Heart ; that could 
perſuade ſuch a Multizude to converſe toge- 
cher, and conſpire in the ſame Thoughts, and 


Deſires, as if they had but one Soul. Wherc- 
T3 
D as 
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as a Multitude, however compoſed, too com- 
monly ſccms by 1 its inconſtant, and fluctuating 
Counſcls, its partial Debatcs , and perverſc 
Opinions, and hcad-ſ{trong Reſolutions , ro 
have more Hearts, and more Souls than it 
really has ; even morc than it has Bodics, 

In the Weakneſs, and Ignorance, or preju- 
dicatc Knowledge of a Multitude, how cafily 
arc the Secds of "Diſſention and Con 
ſown ? By the yarious Intcreſts, or wiltul Hu- 
mours, or violent Paſſions of a Multirude, how 
quickly arc they rais'd, and inflamed 2 And 
when once a Multitude is cngaged in Divi 
fons, how hard a thing is 1t to compoſe them 
again ? 

A Multitnde therefore could never have 
been ſo united, had they not been a Multizude 
of Believers. Nor then neither, had not the 
Holy Ghoſt, the Bleſſed Author of all Pcace 
and Truth, inclined them to it : Had not that 
taught them to make the Matter of their Be- 
lief ro be the Cauſe , and Ground of their 
Concord, not of their Separation ; as too of- 
ten ſince has been experienc'd. 

The Difhculty of ſo Divine a Work, 
Unite a mixt Multitude of all People, gr 
Languages, to Unite them fo cloſely, to Ani- 

mate 
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mace them all with ſuch Cordial Afﬀections, 
did well become the Almighty Power of the 
Holy Spirit : Ic well became, and could only 
belong to that Bleſſed Perſon, who 1s one 
GOD, the ſame with the Father, and the Son, 
GOD Blefled. for ever, to inſpire fo gtcat a 
Degree of Union into the Minds of all, whom 
it filld with its firſt Gifts, and Graccs, and 
Benedictions. 

And, Bcloved in our Lord and Saviour, 
this Heavenly Fruit of the Heavenly Spirit's 
being thus pour'd forth on the Primitive Chri- 
ſhans , was not only intended, as ſome of the 
other Fruits of it were, to confirtn our Faith ; 
bur alſo to inſ{truct us in one of our moſt ne- 
ceilary Durics. 

The Apoſtles Miraculous Acting, and Speak- 
ing, with ſuch Invincible Freedom and Power, 
requires our Belief of the Fanh that they 
Preach'd : And GOD took this way to eſta- 
bliſh it : Buc that Marvcllous Unanimity of 
their firſt Converts concerns our practiſe, and 
was deſign'd to dircct it. . 

It 18 not given us to follow them Step by 
Step in their other extraordinary Privileges 
and Prerogatives : Bur in their humble, and 
Fraternal Condeſcentions to cach other ; their 

B 2 PCACC- 
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peaccable Acquieſcence in the ſame Divine 
Truths ; their meek Obedience to the ſame 
Holy Laws; in theſe we may, and ought to 
follow them. 

The Glory of the Signs and Wonders which 
they wrought, was enough for GOD's pur- 
poſe in propagating the Goſpel to all Times, 
and Places : But we of theſe latter Ages can 
never a:rive at the ſame Abilities ; nor ought 
we to emulate them in what was Pecular to 


their time, and Perſonal to Themſelves. Who- 


eycr docs, he 1s likely to ſhew more Proofs of 
his own Nacural Vanity, or Spiritual. Pride, 
than of any Supernatural Power, or Illuni- 
nation. 

Yer {t:]] it 1s Jeft to us, and it 1s incumbent 
upon us, with the utmoſt of our Zeal, to 
im:tatc their other Virtues and Graces, which 
are, though of a lower Degree, yet of a Per- 
petual Duration for the Benefit of the Church: 
Such as their Simplicity of Heart, their Agrec- 
ment 1n the ſame Acts of Picty, and their Con- 
ſc:2t 3n the ſame Chriſtian Faith. 

In thoſe their more exalted and inſpired En- 
downients, we muſt of neceſſity be detective, 
{irice we cannot have any the leaſt proportion 
of ther immediately-Divine Helps to acquire 

them ; 
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them ; And becauſe thoſe are not ſo neceſſa- 
ry (indeed not at all neceffary) in this com- 
mon and ſct!cd Courſe of Chriſtianity, as they 
were for the firſt Founding of it. But as for 
theſe their other good and gracious Difpoſiti- 
ons, ſuch as their Mceckneſs, Scelt-Demial, Pa- 
tience, Long-ſufftering, Forbearance of each 
others Frailties, and Fellow-tceling of cach 
others Infirmitics ; ſuch as inclined them ro 
this Unity of Heart, and Soul ; and are all 
fill —_ neceflary to us ; towards our at- 
taining of theſe, we have ſtill a ſufficient Afi- 
ſtance from that Father of Lights, from whom 
they are derived. 

Of all theſe, My Brethren, it was eſpecially 
delign'd that there ſhould be a perpetual Suc- 
ceſſion derived down on all, that ſucced them 
in the ſame Faith. In theſe they are to be our 
laſting Patterns ro the End of the World. I 
mean in this Murual Concurrence and Con- 
fornuty of Minds ; This Chartable Compli- 
ance of Judgments, and Endcarment of Aﬀe- 
cons among our ſelves ; this nuld, gentlc, 
tender-hearted Temper towards all Men ; th:s 
ſubmiſſive Uniformity in GOD's Worthip : 
All of them Virtues, and Graccs that exc:cd- 
ingly contribute to the very Being, much 

MOre 
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more io the Well-being of the Chriſtian 


Charci: - All of them ſo peculiarly che Effects, 


and cut ences of the Holy Ghoſt, that 
they are cx iwily caild the Unity of the Spirit ; 
and that, % hich 1s inſeparably anncxt to it, 
The Bond cf Peace. 

Wheretorc, in the Name of GOD, let us 
all fix our Eycs, and our Hcarts on that un- 
corrupt Or:ginal, of the firſt Chriſtians Agrec- 

cnt in ſound Doctrine, and holy Worſhip, 
which was, as you have heard, the genuine, 
and immediate Oft-ſpring of the true Spirit of 


GOD. 


That moſt Chriſtian Communion which bc- 
gan ſo ſoon, fo gluriouſly ! That moſt hap- 
py Word '0«%«4,! That moſt Spiritual one 
Accord ! That moſt deſirable Unity of Heart 
and Soul ! which was moſt frequently and 
moſt rcligioutly cnjoyn'd all Chriſtians, by 
the Author and Finiſher of our Faith ! And 
which took {o cficEtually in them, that were 
the firit Publiſkers of it! When they come to 
recommend it to us, you fee with whar Ve- 
hcemence they do it: Beſecching us, If there 
be any Conſolation in Ch:iſt, if any Comfort of 
Love, if any Fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any 


Bowels of Mercies, Fulfil ye my Joy, ſauh the 


Apoltle, 
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Apoftle, Phil. 2. 1. That you be. Ithe-minded, 
having the ſame Love, being of one Accord, of 
one Mind. 

And when they come to uſe Arguments for 
it, you ſee how they preſs us all the ways thar 
can be thought of, to make it enter into our 
Souls ; how they oblige us to it, by all the 
Conſiderations of Duty, of Aſhiſtance, of In-- 
tereſt, of Bencht, and Reward : How they 
farther engage us, by many moſt weighty Ar- 
guments drawn from the ycry Subſtance, and 
End of our pure and undchicd Religion : By 
the Unity of our Baptiſm into one Faith ; of 
our Hope, which 1s once happy Eternal Life ; 
of our Head, which 1s one Lord Chriſt ; of 
his Body, which 1s one Church, the Mother 
of us all; and of that common Senſe, and 
mutu1l Participation of Helps, Aﬀections, and 
Comforts, that ought for ever to be main- 
tain'd between all the Children of ſuch a Mo- 
ther, all the Members of ſuch a Body. 

You ſee how we are all provok'd to Love, 
and: bound, in our ſeveral Stations, to labour 
for a Spiritual Unity, by all theſe, and other 
ſuch unanſwerable Grounds of Pcrſuaſton. Bur 
that which efpecially ſets 1t home to us 15 this, 
That we fee the Duty 15- practicable, hog 

iVCIY 


16 


A Sermon Preach'd to the 


lively ſet forth in that Bleſſed Model which 1s 
given us 1n this fourth, and in the ſecond 
Chaptcr of this Book; It gives us the moſt 
perfect Example of Unaninuty, that ever was 
ſhewn to the Wold. 

And that we may follow it aswe ought;,ht bc- 
hboves us to conſider which way the firſt Chri- 
{tians came into this ſtate, that we may take the 
ſame, as far as we can in our Circumſtances. 

We ſee then, how when all the Apoſtles of 
Chriſt, and all our Lords own Diſciples, at- 
tended the fulfilling of his own great Promiſe 
of ſending the Holy Ghoſt, ro Comfort them, 
and to Teach them all things; to Teach them, 
and as a Comforter to Teach them ; to joyn 
with the Precepts, and Counlcls of a Teacher, 
the Gentleneſs and Favours of a Comforter ; 
then the chicf account we have of them, in 
preparation to all this, is, That they were all 
with one accord in one place : When that Pro- 
miſc was accompliſh'd, when the Holy Ghoſt 
was ſent, the next account we have of them 
is, that Z7hey were all of one Heart, and one 
Soul. 

Obſerve, I beſecech you, in that firſt Ge- 
ncral Mecting of the whole Church , chan 
which never any ſince was more Vencrablc, 

nor 
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nor will bc, till the laſt Day of General Judg- 
mcnt; when the Bleſſed Spirit of GOD did not 
only hover above over all their Heads, as hc 
did over the Waters at the Creation ; fron 
whence all the Order and Bcauty of all the 
Creatures procceded ; bur ſarc upon cach of 
their Heads, and over-ſpread their Minds, and 
cnlarg'd their Hearts, and looſen'd their 
Tongucs, to the Amazcement of all Bcholders, 
who thercby ſoon became Converts: There was 
then no one Circumſtance, that more adyan- 
tragcouſly contributed to their Univerſal Re- 
cciving of that Diyine Revclation, than that 
they were all united , with one accord, in one 
lace: There was no one Conſequence of that 
cvclation, which the ſame Holy Ghoſt 
thought fitter, and more inſtructive to be cyer- 
laſtingly recorded in Scripturc, than that af- 
erwands they all remain'd united in Doctrine, 
in Devotions, in Charity : There arcno other 
Principles or Practiſes here mention'd upon 
which they united, but ſuch as were truly 
Evangclical, and tend dirc&tly to the uniting 
of the Myſtical Body of Chriſt to the end of 

the World. | 
T hey continued fledfaſily in the Apoſtles Do- 
Arine, in Fellowſhip, in Breaking of Bread, and 
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in Prayers. They continued daily with one ac- 
cord in the Temple, and Breaking Bread from 
Houſe to Houſe, or in the Houſe, that 1s, in 
part of the Temple alſo, or in the ſeveral 
Houſes at Jeruſalem, where the Apoftles 
had their Congregations : There they did 
eat their Meat, that 1s, their Spiritual Food in 
the Holy Communion, and alfo their Natural, 
but Sanctiff'd Meat 1n their Feaſts of Charity ; 
and did all this with Gladneſs, and ſmgleneſs of 
Heart, praiſing GOD, who had called them to 
chat Excellent Way of Life, and graciouſly 
acceptcd them 1n it, and gave them a publick 
Teſtimony of all this, in the Fawour of all the 
People. 

What could be done more towards uniting 
their FHegrts, and Souls? After they had re- 
pented, and were Baptized, and were filled 
with Grace, and Power from on high, Firſt, they 
continued in the Apoſtles Doftrine ; in that, and 
no other. They receiv'd the Word with all rea- 
dinefs of Mind, and ſearch'd the Scriptures, whe- 
ther thoſe things were ſo. Having found the 
Truth, they {tedfaſtly adher'd co 1t without 
wavering and uncertainty ; whatſoever Inqui- 
ry they made into it, 1t was without any 
necdleſs Curioſity, or over-ſubti] Inventions 
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Secondly, They continued in Fellowſhip ; 
that 1s, either 1n a ſtrict Communion of all 
the Offices of Chriſtianity in general, or, as 
the Learned Dr. Hammond underſtands the 
word Kowwriz, in a Charitable Communication 
of their good things to thoſe that wanted. 

Thirdly, They continucd together in Break- 
ing of Bread ; that 1s, in the frequent Partici- 
pation of the Bleſſed Myſtery of the Lord's 
Supper : One part, the Breaking of Bread, be- 
ing here, as Drinking ts elſewhere, [1 Cor. 12. 
13.] put to ſignifie that whole Sacrament: 
though never 1n Scripture was any one kind 
of it commanded to be Admuniſtred in ſtead 
of the whole, as in the Church of Rome 1s 
moſt Sacrilegioully practiſed. 

But in the due, and conſtant receiving that 
Holy Sacrament , in both kinds , no doubt, 
they all continued: That moſt Sacred Ordi- 
nance, which 1s, or ſhould be ſo much the 
great Inſtrument of Unity among Chriſtians, 
that it 1s moſt properly termed the Conmuy- 
nion. 

Fourthly , After they had thus broker thar 
Heavenly Bread ; and Eaten their Meat, their 
Bodily Meat: probably in their Charitable 
Feaſts, what follow'd but Gladneſs, and 

| C-2 Single- 
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Singleneſs of Heart? Gladneſs, the ſure Com- 
pamion, at Icaſt in the end, of a ſingle inno- 
cent Heart , endued with truc Chrittian S1m- 
plicity ; as Darkneſs and Difcowtort 15 the 
ncver-tailing Attendant, one time or other, 
farſt or laſt, of x double deccittul Mind, and 
Hypocritical Spirit. 

Laſtly, They continued daily, with one ac- 
cord, in the Temple, praiſing GOD. Though 
the Lord from on High had vifited them with 
the moſt gracious Diſpenſation, that ever was 
revcalcd trom Heaven ; yet, notwithſtanding 
that cxtraordinary cffuſion of the Holy Ghott 
upon them, they never internutted, bur cx- 
actly obſerv'd the ordinary Courſe of their 
Religious Durics. 

And for this they reſorted daily to the Zem- 


ple : Which though they confider'd now as 


having loſt all its Typical San&tity , by the 
renting of the Veal at the Death of Chriſt ; 
et, as Chriſt himſclf taught them immed{iace- 
before his Death, they look'd upon 1t as 
being {till GOD's Houſe by Cenſccration, 
and as being a Houſe of Prayer for all Nations. 
Thus even at that yery timc, when they had 
receiv'd the Blefied Spirit in ſo abundant a 


Mcafure ; yct from that ſo bright an Infpira- 
Lion, 
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cion, they took: not any Opportunity, nor 
tramed any pretence to condemn, or deſpiſe 
the common Offices of the Church, or to 
think themſelves above all the preſcribed Or- 
dinanccs of their wonted Worſhip ; bur there- 
fore, the rathcr, they frequented the Service 
of GOD; according to their accuſtonxed 
Manncr. 3 

They continued daily, to ſhew the unwea- 
ried Fervor, and ſtared Regularity of their 
Picty. They continued daily with one accord, 
to ſignifie the Harmonious Agreement of their 
Spiritual Society. They continued daily with 
one accord in the Temple, to teſtifie their Pre- 
ference of Eſtabliſh'd, Conſecrated Places, and 
their Obſervance of Orderly Decency in their 
Pevoricons. 

Nor did they only there continue 1n Prayer, 
in Pcettioning Heaven for Benefits to come, 
but in Praifing GOD for Mercies recery'd : 
Which is the Nobleft, the moſt 'Subhme, the 
moſt Ccleſtial Parr of Chriftian Worſhip ; as 
being indecd the chiet Buſineſs of Heaven it 
ſelf. 
And if there B& any: Commumion of Saints, 
which we muſt bclieye , or utterly renounce 
one Article of our Creed ; if any ſuch thing, 


as . 
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the proud Boaſtings, and falſe Pretences of 
Rome cannot wholly aboliſh the thing it ſelf; 
then there 15 no manner of Queſtion, but the 
largeſt Mcaſurcs of Grace will be Communi- 
catcd to our Souls, in theſe Publick Offices of 
Prayer, and Praiſe, which at once, as the 
wholc Prinutive Church did then, fo a confi- 
dcrable part of ic now, with united Tongues, 
and Afﬀections,. and Spirits more united, prc- 
{ents to the Throne of Gracc. 


"Thar 1s the Firſt Part of my Text ; The Mul- 
titude of them that believed were all of one Heart, 
and one Soul, in this Senſe, and to this De- 
grce, and in the Uniform Performance of all 
theſe Spiritual Dunes. 

Now, My Brethren, upon this ſo intimate 
an Agrccment of their Underſtandings, Walls, 
and Aﬀections in Matters of Faith, and Wor- 
ſhip, there preſentiy ſucceeded a like Harmo- 
ny of Good Works : Ticy all practis'd a gc- 
ncral Diſtribution, and Participation of cach 
others Earthly Riches, and Poſſcflions : Which 
is the laſt Effect here mentzon'd of their being 
all filled with the Holy Ghoſt. None of them ſaid 
that ought he poſſeſſed was his own, but they had 
all things common. They 
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They were rcally their own things, as much 
as any other Mens Goods were theirs : But 
their new Principle of Chriſtian Charity had 
made them to alter their Thoughts ſo much 
about them, as even to change, and transfer 
the very Propricty of them. 

It cannot indeed be denyed, but of ſuch an 
extraordinary more than Brotherly Love, and 
ftrict Fellowſhip, as this of the Apoſtles, and 
Primitive Diſciples, there had before ſome 
Shadows and Footſteps appear'd in the Practiſe 
of ſome Men of other Religions, both among 
the Jews and the Gents. 

Among the Jews, ſuch a Communication of 
all things was, 1n great part, uſed by that Sect 
which they call'd Efers, towards Men of their 
own way of Diſcipline. And a Generation of 
Men they were, who, of all others, came neareft 
the Chriſtian Inſtitution : So that, as Grotius 
tells. us, our Lord had many of his firſt Diſ- 
ciples out of the Men of that Profeſſion : For 
which Reaſon probably, as he obſerves, they 
alone were ſeldom or never reprehended by 
our Saviour himſelf, as all the other Sets 
WEre w_ frequently, and ſometimes cxceed- 
ing ſharply. 


Such: 
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Such a Communication alſo was, 1n 1 ſome 
ſorr, in uſc among the Pythagoreans, and ſomc 
other Eratcrnitics of the Heathen Philoſophers, 
and ſome of their wiſcit Politics of Ciyil So- 
cicty : Whoſe chick Aim being the Advance- 
ment of Human Naturc by all Natural Mcansz 
and they bclicving they could not do that by 
any better way, than by raiſing Fricnſhip to 
the higheſt pitch ; ; which they juſtly eſteem'd 
the moſt perfect Natural State of Mandkind, 
in this World : They theretore Cultiy arcd 
c{pccially that kind of F: cndly Lite, which 
they called «cur, that ſignifies the ſame with 
cac Phraſe in my Text, of having all things 
COM7MON. 

But notwithſtanding all this , it were cafic 
to Prove 
Goods, which have been cver cſſlay'd among 
Men ; this of the Apoitles, and firſt Chriſti. 
ans, was the moſt Excellent, the moſt Inno- 
cent, the moſt Spiritual, and ſincerely Chari- 
table kind of 1t. 

As for thar Sect of the Jews, though they 
did bountitully diſpenſe their Eſtaccs in com- 
mon to Men of their own Party, and Form 
of Life ; yet we do not find, but the ſame 
Men fill retained ſorething of the general 

Temper 
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Temper of the Jewiſh Nation; which was to 
be kind only to themſelycs, and their Proſe- 
lyces, but rigid, and hard-hearted to all the 
World beſides ; cſpecially to all that differed 
from them in Religion. ; 
So that in Truth che Divine Efficacy of 
the Chriſtian Faith, in 1ts firſt beginnings, was 
ſcarce eyer more 1lluſtrated in any thing than 


in this, that it firſt undertook to convince the. 


Jews; and could bring ſo many of them fo 
ſpeedily from the molt ſtift-necked Arrogance, 
and narrow-handed Auſterity, to the greateſt 
Humility and Generofity, that cver Mankind 
was acquainted with. 

For as for the Hcathens alſo, who profeſs'd 
to hold ſuch a Community of ail things; they 
generally went ſo far in the avuſe of 1t,' as to 
lay all things common ; nor ny lawitl, 1+ oe 
unlawful things too; even ſonic or trol the 5, 
which, by the Laws of GOB and of N -« 15, 
had been made moſt proper, and -cct1.z.s. But 
in tuch things the greater the Commu ::ity, the 
g.cater the Wickedneſs. | 

Whereas this Evangclical Community here 
inſtituted in the Primut:ve Church, hat all the 
quite contrary Advantages, and Pertcctions. 


D Firlt, 
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Firſt, It was moſt _ pure, ſporlcſs, and un- 

blameable. It was only a Communication of 
Lawful Things ; and of ſuch Things, as might 
Lawtully be uſed in zojrmon. Bur all Fellowſhip 
with the unfruitful Works of Darkneſs, all Imagr- 
nacton of partaking th unlavtul things, they 
un verſally condemncd; and their practiſe was 
accordingly. They reſtrained themſelves, and 
taught us, to abſtain not only from the real 
G wilt, bur from the we 'y appearance of Emil. 
They utterly abhorred the leaſt ſuſpicion of 
Licentiouſneſs, under a prerence of Chriſtian 
Freedom : They knew, thar although through 
Chriſt thcy were free indeed, yer "he had re- 
deemed them only from the Burden of Legal 
Obſervances, and nor from thc Obkgation of 
Moral, or Natural Laws. 

Secondly, As their Libcral Diftribution of 
their Temporal Inherttances, for the Rehet of 
thoſe among them, that wanted ,' did flow 
from the-moſt Divine Principle of Chriſtian 
Love, and Tenderneſs towards all their 33j-- 
chren of the ſame Faith, and Communiony *10 
it was art the ſame time accompanied with an 
unconfincd Good-will, an open-hearce4 Kind- 
neſs, and enlarged Bowels of Compaſſion, to 
all Mankind bcltides. What St. Paul ——_—_ 

«4. 
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all Chriſtians do, they perform'd in /an 'E: 
minent Degree : As they had Opportunity, they 
did.good to all Men ;-though they did it chie/!y 
t0 | thdſe of the Heajhold of Faith.” 

- Arbrhat-indeed's the'truc Chriſtian Cha- 
rity. It nay have its Degrees ; but never ad- 
mts of its Contrarics : So thar all, who arc 
tincerely thus afte&ted; - may expreſs their Cha- 
rity..©o'/ſGfne 'more than to others; bur 
muſt never be uncharicable, much Icl5 unjuſt, 
co Any. . 

To all wc are bound to practiſe a perectual 
Communication of our good Will, md good 
Offices; and of our Goods 1090 in the Works 
of Juftice, and Charny : In the Works of 
Chariry, according to our Caracitics ; in the 
Works of Juſtice always, and vwrhcut zcſerve. 
For only the Able can be Charitable : Ard ir 
may not ſemetimes be a \an's owntaulr, that 
he 1s not able to be ourwar.''y Charitable: Bur 
ris cvcra Man's own l{a:ilr only, tf he is not 


ourwardly Jui _ and ar kaft mwardly Chart: 


table ro all. 

Thirdly, This tree diſpenſing of their Goods 
and PoſietFors, that was then made bY the 
Able: to ſuſtain the Unable and Afhttd, wat 
tar trom being intended to cher! PU the Tong 
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neſs, .or to: encourage the Negligence, or to 
nouriſh the Vanity and Pride of any that were 
thus relicved; but ro quite contrary Purpoſes; 
that is, cithe: to ſupply the real Wants of the 
innocently Nec-ſſitous ; or to comfort thoſe, 
that were unuw..r 1crc< Perſecutions ; or to ex- 
circ thoſe to indlangable Induſtry, who were 
to labuur intac Work of the Lord ; that with 
more Lcaſure, and Freedom from Worldly 
Carcs, and D.verfions, they might attend the 
moſt wnportart Buſineſs of ſaving Souls, and 
ſpreading the Everlaſting Goſpel. | 

Theſe, My Brethren, were the only, or the 
principal Ends of the firſt Chrifuans having all 
things common : Ends very diftercat from thoſe 
of - Monaſtical Life, as it has been univer- 
fally abuſcd im all Chriſcendom : Though that 
pretends to come ncareſt the firſt Chriſtians 
retirement frum the World , and tree parta- 
king of what cach other potletied, and living 
char Life in common. | 

But towards the imitating ot that humble, 
deyout, and ſclt-dcnying Litc of the Apoſtles, 
and their Diſciples, 1t 15not ſuthcient for Men, 


or Women only to profeſs a ſullen Reſerved- 


neſs, or unprofitable Seraration from the 
World : For fome Perſons, in hew of a morc 
Spiritual 
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Spiritual Lite, to hive 1dly upon others miſta- 
ken Charity, 1s not to practiſe the Primutive 
Community of Guods. Whoever will be rc- 
ally like thoſe great Examples of Selt-demial 
and Abſtinence, tis not enougn only co fol- 
low thcm ſuperſtiriouſly, and ſcryilelv, in 
ſome one little accidental thing, ſome ind.fe- 
rent Habit, or Action of cheir Lives : Rathcr 
we muſt cndeayour to reſemble them in their 
real Virtues, and ſolid Excelicncics, and in car- 
rying on the Work of GOD, by. doing all the 
Good wc can in this World, as they did. 
Fourthly, It is obſervable, thatof the Goods 
and Eitates of the fir{t Chriſtians, thus brought 
as Free-Will-Offerings into one Common 
Treaſury,theDiſj »oſition was ordered with great 
Prudence, Equity, and Picty ; and char ar firſt 
by no Icfs Men than the Apoitles chemſclves 
afterwards indced it was committed to inferior 
Miniſters, but {lull at the Appointment, and 
under the Inſpection of the Apoſtles. In this 
Chapcer it 1s ſaid, That as many as were poſſeſſed 
of Land or Houſes, fold them, and brought the 
Prices of the things that were fold, and laid 
them. down at the Apoſtles Feet ; and Diſtribu- 
tion was made to every Min accor rding as be bad 
need ; fo that there was none among them that 


lacked. Behold, 
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Bchold, I pray. As that was the firſt Gene- 
ral Purſe (+ I may fo call it) -of Chriſttan 
Charity, Thar cv.ir was raiſed by the Power of 
the Chri{itan zaith, fo the carctul directing of 
K vas an En x loymene worthy of the Apoſto- 
lieal-Office it {c!f, and becoming their high 
Diynity, and Super-cmment Station in the 
Chu:ch of GOD. | 

For the very Apoſtles diſcharge of their 
Puty, it was not ſufficient , char with great 
Power the y gave Witneſs of the Reſurrefion of the 
Lord Jeſus : Nor was 1t enough for them to 
Bapeize Mer: 1heo, and Confirm them in his 
Faith ; nor by Exhortition, to Rouze and 
Awaken the Drowzy World; nor by Reproof 
wo Chait: &, and Admoniſh the Seubborn and 
Neeliwen nor by ſcaſenable Counſels and 
Com torts, To Strengthen te Doubrtul, and 
Reircſh tne Weak : Bur by a conſtant giving 
their own, according ro their Abllirics, and 
by a dilgenr Co lle& on of others Alms- dceds, 
and by a wiſe Adminiſtration of both. they 
became the fr{t Publick Almoners of the 
whole Chriftan World. 

You fe, in a tune when the whole Chri- 
mem C Nu: at Was Tn a Stare of outward Po- 
verry, and Aitery, that was undoubtedly one 

Of 
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of thc moſt Chriſtian Offices then, - to reliend 
the Indigent, to comfort the Dittrcilcd, to Pro- 
vide tor the Widows, Orphans, Captives, A- 
gcd, 'and Infirm. And cert rainly cheretore the 
like Deeds of Mercy and Picty ought never to 
have a lc Eſteem among all Chrittians to the 
End of the World : Efpccially:-: in tiacs of the 
Churches Proſperity. 

Howcver, , this wc arc ſure of, fo highiy did 
the firſt Planters of Chriſttanity, 1m their time, 


valuc ſuch common Works of Compailion and 


erin pertormed in a right Evangelical Me- 


And indecd it 1s wondertul to conſider, al: | 
moſt incredible to tell, how great Advantages 
the. Goſpel obtained, in its firſt ſetting forth; 
by the Mercitul., Charitable, and Hofprable 
Convenſation © if its firſe Profctiors : When the 
World bcheld Mcn fo dcfiicable in chin GHt- 

ward Condition, yet cnoblkd and adocned 
with all that Luſ:rc of $ zpiritual Gifts : When 
Men ſaw them { ambitious of another Work: 
fo unconcern'd tor this; fo not in the leatt 
dcefirous of what was other Mens, fo Gene- 
rous 1n what was their own ; uſing thir ew n 
things ſo moderately themſelves, as if they hat 
belonged to others; only ſhewing thein v2 1+ 
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their own, by their readincfs of giving them 
co othcis : Whcn Men ſaw things, ſo much 
above the common rate of Human Nature, 
produccd in theſe Men ; and that only by 
their being Chriftans, thcy could nor bur 
have a high Efteem of that Excellent Religi- 
on ; they could not but be ſtrongly inclined 
to embrace 1t themſelves. | | 

You have hcard, that the Reaſons here aſ- 
fign'd why the ficſt Chriſttans had ſo ſoon the 
favour of all the People, were principally 
three. The firſt, That they went about from 
Houſe to Houſe, eating their Meat with Glad- 
neſs, and Singleneſs of Heart : There 1s their 
innocent Holfitality,and their right uſe of the 
truc Chriſtian Liberty in that particular. The 
ſecond, That all, who beliey'd, continued roge- 
ther, with one accord, in Prayers and Praiſing 
GOD : There 1s their publick owning of Rel:- 
g£10n, and Zcal tor 'GOD's Worſhip. The 
third, That: they fold their Goods and Pofſeſſi- 
ons, and diſtributed them to all Men, as every 
Man had need : There 1s the Univerſal Extent 
of rheir Charity. 

And tor this laſt Cauſe chiefly it was, that 
they had the faucur of all the People ; as the 
at:remcention'd Exccllent Interpreter conccives. 

It 
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It is the Doing of Works of Liberality, and 
Bounty in the fight of all the People,that moſt 
naturally gains their Favour and Afﬀections. 
Of all Religious Actions, none arc more 
praiſc-worthy or amiable, none more _ac- 
ceptable to GOD and Men, than the viſible 
Works of Mercy and Picty; ſuch as are freely 
and bountifully beſtowed cither for the Service, 
Comelineſs, and Honor of GOD's Worſhip in 
his Temples; or for retrcſhing the Minds, and 
feeding, cloathing, and relieving the Bodies of 
the Poor and Needy,which arc his Temples alſo. 
And,My Brethren,this their abundant Good- 
ncfs and Benignity,this ſweer-ſmelling Sacrifice 
co GOD, this moſt delectable Savour among 
Men, this beſt-hallowed Incenſe that ever was 
ſcen on Earth, or roſe up towards Heaven, 
continued to adorn, and perfume the whole 
Chriſtian Name for ſeveral Ages, their irrecon- 
cileable Enemies themſelves being Wincſles. 
Ic is very memorable that they had the forced 
Applauſe, and envious Praiſe of Fulian the Apo- 
ſtate himſelf in this particular. For in an Ept- 
tle which he wrote to one of his chicf Hea- 
then Prieſts, wherein he carneſtly exhorted him, 
and all his Idolatrous Brethren, ro oppoſe the 
powerful Progreſs of the Goſpel for the fu- 


ture, by better, wiſer, and more Virtuous Arts 
E than 
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than hithcrro they had done ; arid to attempr 
the ſubverſion of Chriſtianity by copying after 
the Chriſtians themſelves, m thoſe very Me- 
thods, by which it had grown ſo formidable 
to their talſe Gods ; He morc cſpecially by 
Name Recommended two or three of thoſe 
Laudable Practices among Chriſtians to their 
Studious Imitation. - - 

One was, Ther Integrity and San&timony 
of Lite in general: Another, Their decent Ce- 
remonmes , and comely Rites in the Interment 
of their Dead : A third, Their Humanity, and 
Charity to the Afflifled, though Strangers to them ; 
which, as he goes on, #5 ſo remarkable, that 
the Impious Galileans, (a Name with which he 
was wont to reproach the firſt Chriſtians, and 
our Lord Chriſt himſclt ) theſe very Impious 
Galileans, ſays he; do- not only maintain, and 
ſupport their own Poor, but ours alſo. A plain 
Confeſſion in Commendation of the firſt Chri- 
ftians Beneficence , extorted by the force of 
Truth, from the ſpitctully-mmpious Pen of the 
Apoſtace limſclt. 

Andin this Blefled State the Chriſtian Church 
in grcat part remained through all its firſt, pu- 
reſt, and moſt difintercited Ages; till the World, 
che Secular Empire,the Pleaſures,the Riches,and 
Vanitics of 1t were let 1n upon 1t. 


But 
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- But till then, with the fame Cadeſtial Arms 


of Genuine Doctrine at firſt delivered, and the 


ſame prevailing Power of Miraculous Works 
at firtt bettowed,they convertcd or confounded 
their: Enenues : And at the fame time, with the 
ſame joint, though flender, Stock of Earth} 


Goodsrcligiouſly diſfofed,they ſupported each 


others, and, i ſame meaſure; their Adverſartes 


Neccthties, and happily ſupply'd their own 


want of Earthly Power. | 
So they lived , as lookmg on themſclyes to 
be parts of the ſame Chriſtian Fanuly,Children 


of the ſame Heavenly Father, Membcrs of che 


ſame Spiritual Body 5 and took care of, 'and 
comnuſerated and ſympathized with cach other 
accordingly ; ſeeming, as if they had all che 


ſame Delires, the ſame Griefs, the ſame Joys, 


the ſame Intereſts in this World as well as 
fature ; having all things common to all, as if 


(which I can never too often repeat) they were 


al of one Heart, and one Soal. 

' Their chick Treaſure they laid up in Heawen, 
where neither Moth can corrupt, nor Thieves break 
through and ſteal. And whatever Treaſure any 
of them had upon Earth, they quickly placed 
that out of the reach of the Morhs corrupting, 
or the Thicves ſtealing, nor laying it up, bur by 
ſcattering it abroad into many Hands, and 
putting 1t out to the beſt uſe. Thus 


on 
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Thus they made their Temporal Riches to 
be to them as the Gate ot Heaven ; which, 
GOD knows, have bcen ro many ſince, that 
call themſelves Chriſhans too, as the Gare: of. 
Hell. Thcy lale carcd, or rather they very 
much cared, how common they made their fa- 
ding Wealth, their corruptible, and: corrupt- 
ing Abundance of this Worlds Goods ; ſince 
by the Fundamental Privileges: of their holy 
Profeſſion, they had ſo many. other, ſo man 
greater things in common : One common Fait 
m once common Creator, Redeemer, and Com- 
forter ; onc Communion of Saints ; one Hope 
of the common Salvation. 

By theſc wrefittible Ways, and Inſtruments, - 
My Beloved Brethren, was the Lord pleas'd to 
found, and amplifie the Chriſtian Church; 
and thereby to add. daily to it great Numbers. 
of ſuch as ſhould be ſaved. Whatever now of 
all this 1s abſolutely inimitable, and never to 
be copicd after by us, either by reaſon of the: 
diſtance of Times and Places ; or Cuſtoms: of 
Natons changed ; or Divertity of Gifts in ſe- 
ycral Ages; or the different State of Chriſtia- 
futy in this Age; all that ſhould be the Subject 
of our Bclict, our Wonder, and our Prailc. 

But what ycr of 1t 15 1mitable,and may again - 
be applycd ro our Circumſtances , that we 

ſhould 
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ſhould make the! Objedt of our Zcalous Stu- 
dies, and Devout Emulations. | 

'Tis granted, we are not now obliged to. thar 
ther firſt . way: of» Converſation; when. noue 


— 


among them: catled zny thing his own, but they had 


all things common. Now,the Bleſſings of this Life, 
we potleſs,we may innocently cnjoy,as our own 
Propcrty,quite ch{tinct from the Rightsof other 
Mcn to 1t,as their Rights are diſtinguiſhed trom 
ours. But withal we muſt: be nundtul, that till 
in rcſpcct to GOD, . we are all only Tenants, 
and Uſutructuaries : He alone 1s the true Pro- 
prictor, and folc Lord of all : Though tor our 
comfort and encouragement; He, '1n his infi- 
nite Mercy, has declarcd, That what part or. 
portion ſocver of 1t we diftribute in a right 
manner,to whomfocyer it bc,1t cyen to. thoſe, 
to whom Nature, or:Laws, .or Cuſtonr obliges 
us to bc-kind and merciful, 1t we give it to 
chem for his ſake, that he accepts, as return'd 

and paid to himlſelt. 7 
: You have'becr cold, that 'all lawftl things 
were made common to the firſt Chriſtians for 
chat particular time... ' But now all things are 
again become pecular and ſeveral, and ſeem 
tO xcturn to their old Boundarics of: Meum, & 
Tuum, With us as with the reſt of: Mankind; 
and *twere well indeed, 1t thoſe Bounds were 
UNLYCL= 
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univerſally.obſerv'd. Yer Ml: I nuaſt ay; thar 


among Chriſtians, ſuch as are fo mdeed, and 
not only inName, ſome part of thoſe things, 
which: are;noſt a Mans own, are to beſo dif- 
pcnſed., and diſperſed to others, ro {0 mary: 
others, by fo many Tiles, that ar laſt it can 
only be juſt ſaid, what 1s a Chriſtians own 1s 
nat:common to all: oo Y 
As we are Chriſtians, we are all engaged to 
fhew ſome Effects of our Kindne(s. and Cha- 
rity to all, that are in want, as they are Chri- 
ſhans; to all in extream want,as they are Men; 
even to Strangers and Aliens; nay to Enemies 
and Pcrſccurors : Much more to all Friends, 
and Kinſmcn , all Nezghbours and Country- 
Men. 
. And that indeed , My Dear Countrymen, 
bas been the chict Aimof this larter part of ny 
whole Diſcourſe, as I queſtion not but it 1s the 
grcat Purpoſe and Dciign of your preſent A(- 
ſcmbly. | CRT , 
No Man can deny, but as to the' Country, 
whence weall have ſprung, our Lot has fallento 
be born in a pleaſant, and fruntul Place : And T 
am confident,manythat hear me this Day, have 
cherc alſo. a godly Þtheritance ; andmany, nor 
there,I am ſure have elſewhere: And you know 
the old Goſpcl-Rulce, 7o whom much 4s given, of 
them much is required. To 
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To ſuch of you therefore, give me leave to 
conclude my Speech: And in the Name,and by 
che Bowels of our Lord Jcſus Chriſt, I exhort 
you, as Fellow-tceling Mcmbers of the fame 
Myſtical Body ; as Members alſo of the ſame 
Polncal Body and Country, to extend your 


pious and charitable Aſſiſtance towards the di- 


{trefſed and indigent Natives of the fame Coun- 
try: Now cſpecially on this. your Solemn Feaft- 
Day ; that when you ſhall ear your Meat with 
Gladneſs, they may not be quite empty and 
diſconfolatc. 

I muſt tell you, Charity is the beſt Compa- 
nion of all Publick Fcafting : It 1s the beſt;and 
moſt Chriſtian Argumcnt to recommend it ; 1 
had almoſt faid to juſtifie w. Certain it 3s, that 
was the chiet Reaſon, for which the Primitive 
Chriſtans allowed of Feaſting ar all;theirFeafts 


being therefore, as I have already ſaid, pecu- 


larly ſtyled Feaſts of Charity. | 
Conſider then, 1 beſcecty you, though GOD 
does not now expect from you to make all 
your Goods common to others as Jargcly-as 
they did ; yer fall he calls upon you, in your 
Proportion, to communicate to.others of your 
Goods, as kindly, if poſſible, as they did. 
Their Community of all things properly be- 
long'd to them, as they were'the firſe Chriſtt- 
ans. 
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ans. 'But the Example of their diffuſive Charity 
obliges you, it you will be Chriſtians; if you 


' will be Followers of them, 4s they were of Chriſt, 


who gave himſelf tor you, tor this very Reaſon, 
that you ſhould approve your ſelves to be his 
peculiar People, by being zealous of good Works. 

'Tis rrue, GOD now permits cvery Man's 
Efrate to be his own, according to the Laws 
of his Country : Burt ſcill ſome good part of it 
1s always, and upon ſome Occaſions, all of it 
1s ſubject to the Laws of Chriſtianity : And the 
more GOD ſufters 1t to be' ours, ought not 
we, 1n return, the more to make it his? 

Nay, let us remember, that our Temporal 
periſhing Goods and Riches . are then moſt 
our own, when we moſt diſtribute them as 
GOD commands. Then, and then only, it 
GOD ſays true, we ſhall rcally cryoy, and im- 
prove the beſt way, and bring a laſting Bleſ- 
ſing on what we kcep to our ſelves. And for 
what we thus part with, GOD will recompenſe 
an hundred-told into our Boſoms ; of Peace, 
and Joy in the Holy Gheſt m this World ; of 
Toys unſpeakable and full of Glory in the World 
to come. AMEN. . 
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